
Welcome to Kindergarten

Cameron Park
Elementary School



Welcome to Cameron Park
• We believe that Cameron Park is a safe and nurturing learning 

environment where children can be excited about exploring 
and participating in engaging activities that not only peak 
their interests but tap into their strengths and stretch their 
minds.

• At Cameron Park, our staff is committed to every child, every 
day. Through collaboration with grade level teams, support 
staff and specialists, we work collectively to ensure that 
every child achieves growth and success.  A strong 
home/school connection fosters a relationship that supports 
a sense of community for our students, allowing each student 
to feel safe and comfortable each day.



Cameron Park Administrators

Tony Widder
Principal

Amanda Boleratz
Assistant Principal



Cameron Park Support Staff

Katrina Morgan
School 

Counselor

Rebekah Allred
Social Worker

Ashley Saenz
School Nurse

Tammy Baker
Student 

Information 
Manager

Karen Lynch
Secretary &
Bookkeeper

Carla Snow
School 

Counselor



Meet the Kindergarten Teachers

Mrs. Nichols Mrs. Brooks Mrs. Westbrook

Mrs. Panza Ms. Errico



Kindergarten Schedule
(This may change slightly but it gives a general idea of the Kindergarten day)



Mornings in Kindergarten
•Students cannot be dropped 

off before 7:30

•Students should arrive at 

school no later than 7:55 a.m. 

each day

•Quick drop off at the door or 

having students walk to class 

independently helps create 

confident, independent, and 

happy kindergarteners!!  



Lunch
•Lunch money can be sent in 
your child’s folder, labeled 
with their lunch number or 
you may pay online.

•Allergies:  Please remind 
your children not to share 
or accept food from 
others!



Afternoon Snack
•Please send a small 
snack, labeled with your 
child’s name each day.  
We will eat a quick 
snack before or after 
recess each afternoon.  
If you send a cold item 
please include an ice 
pack!



Rest Time
•Please send a beach towel to 
school each Monday for your 
child to use during rest time.

•Towels come home each Friday 

to be washed!

•We will rest for a short time 

each day for the first 9 weeks 

of school.



Kindergarten Dismissal
Car Riders will dismiss at 2:50 p.m.

•Car rider procedures are in 

place to help keep students safe!

Bus riders will dismiss at 2:50 p.m.

•All students will be hand delivered 

to their bus! 

•Remember that you must be at  

the bus stop to pick them up.



Students learn in many ways!

We recognize that every student has a 
unique learning style. Through a variety of 
hands on, active, and inquiry based 
learning we can reach all learning styles: 
● visual
● kinesthetic
● auditory



Let’s take a trip through the academic 
expectations of the kindergarten year…
A few things to remember:

● These are the expectations and goals for each part 
of the year

● We individualize instruction for all students and 
meet them where they are academically

● We provide targeted interventions to help kids 
catch up as well as provide more challenging work 
for kids who have already mastered these 
expectations



August-October



By the end of October…
Your child should be working on becoming 

more independent.
●Walking to the classroom on their own
●Unpacking and packing book bags
●Dressing themselves
●Asking for help when needed
●Using conflict resolution skills to solve 

problems with others
●Following classroom rules and directions



Literacy Skills
By the end of October…

Your child should have pre-reading skills:

● Text goes from left to right
● Spaces are in between words
● Use picture cues
● Understand that letters make up words and that words make up 

sentences
● Point to words--one to one correspondence
● Read a simple patterned text with obvious picture clues



Example of an independently read 
book by the end of October



Literacy Skills
By the end of October…

● For all letters of the alphabet:
○ Identify
○ Write
○ Give sound

● Produce rhyming words

● Produce the first sound of word 
that they hear.  (teacher says 
“bat,” student replies with the 
sound b makes)



Writing & Drawing: 
By the end of October

● Your child should be drawing 
detailed pictures on specific 
topics.  They will begin labeling 
pictures and writing short 
phrases using inventive 
spelling and sight words.

● Your child should be able to 
write FIRST and LAST name 
correctly



Math Skills
By the end of October…

● Your child should be able 
to identify, write, and count 
numbers 0-10

● Identify and draw basic 
shapes

● Identify colors
● More/Less
● Patterns
● Calendar Concepts



November-January



Literacy Skills
By the end of January…

● Your child should be able to 
identify many “sight words”

● Segment words
● Begin to identify blends and 

digraphs
● Use reading strategies to 

decode unknown words
● Begin to see the pattern in 

word families
● Identify and understand 

punctuation in text



By the end of January…
Your child should 
begin reading 
patterned books. 
These are books that 
have a lot of sight 
words and words they 
can sound out easily.  
They also use the 
pictures for clues.



Example of an independently read book 
by the end of January.



Writing & Drawing
By the end of January…

Your child should be 
able to 
INDEPENDENTLY 
write sentences using 
inventive spelling.
Ex: I can fli plnz.
I can fly planes.



January Writing Sample



January Writing Sample



Math Skills
By the end of January…

● Your child should be able to 
identify and count to 20.

● Know number combinations 
to 5 and working toward 10

● Solve simple addition 
problems

● Solve simple word problems
● Greater than/less than
● Calendar concepts
● Estimation



February-June



Literacy Skills
By the end of Kindergarten

● Your child should be able 
to read, write, and spell 
many sight words

● Manipulate words by 
changing the beginning, 
middle or ending sound

● Read and use blends and 
digraphs



By the end of Kindergarten…

● Your child should be 
able to read more 
complicated books

● Use strategies to 
decode unfamiliar 
words

● Read books with less 
obvious picture clues



Example of an independently read book by 
the end of Kindergarten

Notice that this level of text has ending sounds, compound 
words, blends/digraphs, and double vowels.



Writing & Drawing
By the end of Kindergarten...

● Your child should be able to 
draw a detailed picture and 
WRITE SENTENCES to match 
with:
○ punctuation
○ correct capital letters
○ popcorn words spelled 

correctly
○ inventive spelling
○ more complicated words

● Handwriting should be neat and 
letter formation should be 
correct.



Writing Sample



Writing Sample



Math Skills
By the end of Kindergarten…

● Your child should 
recognize, write, and 
count numbers to 20

● Count to 100
● Add and subtract 
● Know number 

combinations to 10
● Solve word problems
● 10’s and 1’s 



By the end of Kindergarten...

Social skills should 
be developed and 
child should be 
academically, 
emotionally, and 
socially ready for first 
grade.



What can you do THIS SUMMER to 
prepare your child for kindergarten?

● The most important thing you can do each day is READ with 
your child!!  This develops pre-reading skills, vocabulary, 
prediction and critical thinking skills, and is a perfect 
relationship building time!

● Begin routines early: bedtime, meal time, play time, quiet time.
● Practice recognizing upper and lower case letters and sounds.
● Practice writing first and last name correctly
● Get to know your numbers, shapes, and colors
● Provide your child opportunities to draw and write
● Allow your child to use a variety of writing materials
● Work on manners and following directions



We can’t wait to see you in August!
Have a great summer!



If you have any questions feel free to reach out to 
anyone on the Kindergarten team and we will try to 

help in any way we can!

● rachel.nichols@orange.k12.nc.us
● susan.brooks@orange.k12.nc.us
● marykathryn.panza@orange.k12.nc.us
● lisa.westbrook@orange.k12.nc.us
● katie.errico@orange.k12.nc.us
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